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retard by a day the progress of Judaism : it did not
give the religion of the Empire one chance the more
of successful struggle against this formidable rival.
The national existence of the Jewish people was
irretrievably lost; but this was a piece of good
fortune. The true glory of Judaism was the Chris-
tianity then in act of birth. And for Christianity,
the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple was an
advantage above all other.

If the reasoning which Tacitus ascribes to Titus
is correctly reported/ the victorious general ima-
gined that the destruction of the temple would be
the ruin of Christianity as well as of Judaism.
There never was a greater mistake. The Romans

1 M. Jacob Bernays (Udier die Clironik des Sulpidus Seve-ms,
Berlin, 1861, pp. 48 et see}.) has proved that the passage of Snip.
Sev. ii. xxx. 6, 7, is taken almost word for word from the lost por-
tion of the Histories of Tacitus. Tacitus had himself derived his
information from the hook which Antonius Julianus, one of the
officers of the Council of War, wrote under the title De Judcds
(Minutius Felix, Octav. 33. Tillemont, Hist, dcs Emp. i. 588).
Orosius, like Sulpicius Sevcrus, had in his hands the complete
text of the Histories ; "but he speaks vaguely, diu deliberavit. He
ends, however, "by attributing the fire to Titus, incendit ac diruit
(vii. 9).
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